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Guatemala's most active human rights organization, the Mutual Support Group (GAM), estimates
that 40,000 Guatemalans, most Indian peasants, have disappeared since 1976. GAM was founded
in 1984, and currently has about 1,000 members. Political disappearances have continued under
President Vinicio Cerezo's Christian Democrat government. GAM has compiled a list of more than
560 killings and disappearances during Cerezo's first year in office, but it is not clear how many
were politically motivated. In its 1986 human rights report on Guatemala, the US State Department
asserts that "killings of civilian noncombatants with possible political implications declined for the
fourth year in a row, dropping to 131 in 1986," compared with 280 the year before. It also reports
203 disappearances, of which 79 are cases in which "political motives cannot be ruled out." A
report issued in February by the US-based human rights group Americas Watch and the British
Parliamentary Human Rights Group says that politically motivated killings and disappearances
continue to occur in Guatemala amid little effort to punish those responsible. It said it believed
Cerezo's Christian Democratic government "is not in itself engaged in any plan to commit crimes
against any category of opponents," but expressed dismay at its dismissal of these cases as common
crimes. (Basic data from WASHINGTON POST, 06/18/87)
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